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i The CtoarninG of the FRENCH PRTS 


Non obruſa adeo geſtanus pectbra Peni: 
Nec tam averſus equos Tyria ſol jungit ab urbe. 


on al Ws... ions, that ſince you are 8 
ſed to deſire it, I ſhall endeavour to ſend 


you a particular account of all I can learn con- 


cerning the caſe of the French priſoners i in the 
caſtle of Edinburgh. 73 BY I 


Your curioſity is the leſs ſurpriſing, that few | 5 


things of late have more employed the attention 


of this city. The letters, Sc. that were pus * 
bliſhed in the news. papers, ſome of them ſigned 
by gentlemen of character, the various reports 


and opinions that have prevailed concerning this 


matter, and theſe, no doubt, diſperſed through the 
country, with many additions and alterations, 


may naturally inſpire you, and your friends in 
your neighbourhood, with ſome inelination to 
learn what judgment to paſs upon it.— I will 
not undertake to ſatisfy entirely your 1 


becauſe I confeſs, there are {till ſome things in 


it that appear inexplicable to me; but as I have 
taken the trouble to lay every circumſtance to- 
ee that 1 is yet known, 1 hope 1 hall be- able 
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to give you a more juſt and circumſtantial account 
of this affair than you have probably yet recei- 
ved, and by this means afford you ſome ſatisfac-· 
tion, at leaſt until time, which frequently diſco- 
vers the darkeſt events, ſhall throw further light 
on what is hitherto, perhaps, 


ſtood. 


ABovr ſeven weeks fince, the French priſoners 
at Dundee were ordered to be conducted under 
A guard to the caſtle of Edinburgh; and in a few. 


days after, a letter or addreſs to the public ap- 


peared in all our news- papers, repreſenting the 


diſtreſsful condition of theſe poor people with re- 
gard to their cloathing, and warmly recommend- 


ing them to the compaſſion of the charitable, 
{ke Appendix, Ns J.). As they had paſted through 
the city in open day, and had been ſeen by many 


thouſands from their windows or on the ſtreets, 
who had conceived the ſame impreſſion of their 


diſtreſs, a propoſal to provide theſe poor people 


with cloaths, met with a favourable reception. 


Some were ſo much moved, as to fend them im- 


mediately money or old cloaths; but as a regular 
manner of ſupplying them was thought more ſuit— 
able to their preſent ſituation; moſt people were 
defirous that ſome perſons of reputation and cre- 
dit would undertake to receiye and apply what 


ſhould | 


ot rightly under- 


„„ oo. 


ſhould be collecked towards this charitable pur- 
pole. Accordingly, many were pleaſed to appl y | 


to Meſſ. William Alexander and ſons, Meſſ. 
Mansfield and Hunter, and Mr James Seton, in- 


treating that they would not refuſe their aſſiſtance 


in this matter; and who, as they did not appre - 


hend there could be any objection to this chari- 
table deſign, after ſome importunity agreed | to 


undertake it. 


IBELIIx VE, there are no gentlemen in this city 


whoſe characters place them more above the ſuſpi- 
cion of jobbing. One of them, you know, is our 


preſent worthy repreſentative in parliament; they 
are all of them men of unqueſtionable probity, 


and ſome of them believed to be of conſiderable 


fortunes z they could have no intereſt in the mat- 


— 


ter, and were willing to contribute largely to the 


deſign out of their own pockets it was there- 


fote apprehended, that the countenance of ſuch 


gentlemen would give ſome credit to the ſcheme, 


und diſpoſe thoſe who were ſo much affected with 
the diſtreſs of theſe poor people, to contribute 


the more liberally, from the aſſurance they now 


had, that what ſhould. be en would be honeſtly 


applied. 

ACCORDINGLY, by theſe REIN, permiſ- 
on, the public were informed, that they were 
© willing to receive whatever ſhould be ſent either 


in 


39 
in money or cloaths, and an exact account of 
the application was to be kept in a book, which 
was to lie open to the inſpection of every body. 


= (See Appendix, Ne II.). 


Ir ſeems that this cold advertiſement did not 


ſatisfy the ardour of others, ſince warmer addref- 


ſes to the public, on the ſame ſubject, were ſent 


io the publiſhers of the news · papers, ſome of which 


it was thought unneceſſary to inſert. (See Ap- 
pendix, Ne III.). The grand lodge of Free 
Mafons in Scotland, not only contributed a con- 
fiderable ſum of themſelves to this charity, but 
zecommended a further collection through all the 


: lodges of this city. (See Append. N* IV. and V.). 


Theſe things I only mention to ſhew that many 


- concurred in thinking theſe priſoners were pro- 
per objects of compaſſion. 


WuHiLE theſe ſeemed to be the univerſal ſenti- 
ments of every body, the town was unexpect- 


_ edly ſurpriſed with an article in the Edinburgh 
Courant of the 23d October, (fee Appendix, 


Ne VI.), containing the extract of a letter ſaid to 
have been written two days before concerning 
the French priſoners ; the purpoſe of which was, 
to perſuade the public, that they had been groſſ- 


ly abuſed with regard to the eloathing of theſe 
priſoners; and to aſſure them that there were 


not 


5 „ 


EF) 


not above twenty of them thar wanted any thing; 3 


and that theſe were worthleſs and good for no- 
thing fellows, who were altogether nn 


of relief. 


Ts paper gave occaſion to much ſpeculations 
As the French priſoners had been ſeen by many 


thouſands of inhabitants while they marched a+ 


longſt the high-ſtreet, and that for ſome weeks 
after many had free acceſs to ſee them in the 


caſtle; it ſeemed very extraordinary for one to 


attempt to perſuade people out of what they had 
ſeen with their own eyes. At ſame time, as the 
truſtees for this charity were ſolemnly invited to 
examine into the truth of the facts therein aſſerted, 
ſome who had ſeen the miſerable ſituation of the 
French priſoners, and were ſtumbled at theſe aſ- 


ſertions, were inclined to believe that they had 


been deceived; ſince it was ſometimes affirmed 
in private converſation, that, notwithſtanding the 
ſeeming deſtitute appearance of the French pri- 
ſoners, there were great numbers of carts 
with trunks containing immenſe quantities of 
cloaths belonging to them; whence it was con- 
cluded, that their appearance was a trick to cap- 
tivate the compaſſion of the charitable. It is 


true, that every body was not ſatisfied with this 
account of the matter ; 3 fone did not think it pro- 
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bable that above 300 people in their ſituation 


could have combined together to execute 
this ſtratagem, with an intention to impoſe 
on the inhabitants of a place, with which they 
were ſo little acquainted ; the preſent genius of 
their countrymen was not ſo conſpicuous to diſ- 


poſe people to believe, that theſe poor thoughtleſs 


| fellows could be capable of forming and beatz. 
ing a ſcheme of this Lind. 


OTHERS contented themſclves with thinking, 
that if ſuch a ſyitem of fraud had been carricd 
on, it could not remain long a ſecret, and there- 
fore were deſirous to learn whether any diſcove- 
ries of that nature e had been made. 


Bur none could 3 why a few inſtances 

of ſome of theſe fellows having ſold their cloaths, 
ſhould be urged as a reaſon againſt aſſiſting and re- 
leving the reſt ; eſpecially ſince it was eafy, by 
giving proper orders to the ſervants of the ſutlery, 
and others who had acceſs to them, to prevent 


ſuch abuſes 3 in time to come. 


IT was ah that Dr Walker was quoted 
by name in this paper, as an evidence of the truth 
of the facts there afſerted ; and as ſome mention 
was made of what was faid to have paſſed at Dun - 


dee, i it was a concluded, that the author 
of 


te 


fe 


F 
of this letter, of which an extract was given, 7 
was Dr Walker's deputy, who is well known to 
be a merchant of that place. This led ſome to 
inquire what cloaths the priſoners had got at 
Dundee : but I could never learn, that, befi des 
the, few that bought for themſelves, while 
they teccived the French King's pay; and ſome 


; things ſent them in charity, that they ever re- 
ceived from Mr Ramſay more than a very few 
things; for which he generally ſtopped fo much 


out of their dil allowance. 


Ir began how to be remarked, that this gentle: 
man and his friend were f ingularly active in diſ- 
couraging this charity, by repreſenting, i in all com- 
panies, the French priſoners as a ſet of worthleſs 
and profligate fellows, and induftrioufly propaga- 


ting every ſtory that could be told to their diſad-· 


vantage. Many thought this very extraordinary, 
and very 6 different from the uſual character of theſe 
gentlemen. It was known that they were employ - 


ed to provide the French priſoners with victuals, 


and were generally ſuppoſed to have made money 


by it; but it was likewiſe known, that they were 
nowiſe anſwerable for their cloathing : it was not 


therefore eaſy to conceive what intereſt they had 


to ſet themſclyes in oppoſi ition to the charity of 
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other people. For my part, as I had an extreme 


good opinion of both theſe gentlemen, I rather 


expected that they would have made a merit of 


ſetting themſelves at the head of ſuch a deſign, 
or, at leaſt, have contributed ſome ſmall matter 


towards it out of their own pockets, in order to 
have thereby deſerved the bleſſings of the poor 
French priſoners, and the good opinion of their 
. own countrymen. But it ſeems their own ſenti- 


ments were different, ſince certainly their beha- 
viour on this occaſion was neither very judicious, 


nor very decent. 


Sven at this time were the various notions 
and opinions that prevailed concerning the French 
priſoners; and it ſeemed to be univerſally agreed, 
that it was incumbent on the truſtees for this cha- 


rity, to give ſome ſatisfaction to the public with 


regard to their conduct in this affair. 


 AccorDinGLY, in the very next papers, a let- 
ter was inſerted from theſe gentlemen, and ſigned 


by them; in which, without taking notice of the 
article in the Courant above mentioned, I pre- 


fume, becauſe it appeared without a name, they 
placed their own conduct in a very proper and un- 


exceptionable light. (See Append. Ne VII.) It was 
wrote 


wrote with temper, and ſeemed to be the plain and 


unaffected language of men, who, engaged by 
the intreaty of others, to undertake the manage- 


ment of this charity, were reſolved to diſcharge 


their duty with the ſtricteſt regard to honour and 
conſcience. Their perſonal intereſt was not con- 
cerned; they were only willing to receive and 


apply what ſhould be ſent to them for this 


charitable purpoſe, without ſoliciting a ſhilling 


from any perſon; they were deſirous that all men 
ſhould ſatisfy themſelves concerning the neceſſities 


of theſe people, and regulate the extent of their 


charity accordingly 3 and if any had unwarily 


given what, upon further inquiry, they ſhould 
think unneceſſary, they had the opportunity, du- 
ring a certain time, to recall their contributions. 
As they were above being rivals to the con- 
tractor and ſub-· contractor for victualling the 
French priſoners, ſo they were far from envying 
them the juſt profits and perquiſites of their office; 
but, on the contrary, ſeemed to go out of their 
way to ſatisfy the public, that the priſoners had 
no reaſon to complain of their proviſions, Ge. 
They promiſed to lay before the world in due 
time a full account of their management; and that, 
as they had no further deſign than to provide theſe 
1 with cloaths, that ſo ſoon as what ſhould 
B 2 be 
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be colle ged was found ſufficient for that purpoſe, 
they were to give public jntimation thereof, 


* receive no more eniribytions, 


Tunis had all the an of arne / ond eng 


dout; and as it carried along with it the names 


of gentlemen of ſuch characters, it produced that 


effect which was naturally to be expected from it. 
| Some, howeyer, were of opinion, that ſome- 


thing was itil] wanting, as they imagined, that 


the truſtees ought to have taken and laid before 
the world a particular account of the neceſhties 


'ot theſe priſoners ; none doubted but this would 
be done; the only complaint was, that it was not 
done cd 


wy wh the public letter of theſe gentlemen 


ſeemed to give general ſatisfaction, many were 
ſurpriſed ar their hehaviour in private; there ap- 


peared a reſerve and drineſs in their converſation, 


wheneyer the affair of the priſoners was ſtarted, 
that was different from the uſual openneſs and 


frankneſs of their temper: They ſeemed always 


deſirous to ſhifr the ſubje& of converſation: when 


they were aſked particular queſtions with regard 


to the wants of the French priſoners, their gene- 


an anſwer was, Gene! emen, We preſume you may 
have 


„ 


have the ſame opportunities to examine into this mai. 


ter that we have. If you are defirous to ken thiehs 
neceſſities, e beſeech you to viſit them yourſelves. 


At ſame time, when queſtions were put with re- 


gard to their proviſions, they replied, That they 


verily believed the priſoners had no cauſe to com- 


plain either of the quality or quantity of the pro- 


viſions allowed them. And they frequently took 


occaſion to mention, with proper encomiums on 
the humanity of thoſe in power, the extreme at» 
tention that had been given to the drineſs of the _ 
_ vaults where the priſoners were kept, where new 
fire-places were {truck our, little ventilators fixed 


to extract the foul air, and many other things 


done to render theſe places of confinement more 1 ö 
healthful and comfortable. All theſe informa- 
tions were yery agreeable ; but people were fill 6 


ſurpriſed why they were ſo reſerved in anſwering 
other queſtions, in which it was thought they 
were more immediately concerned. 


UND this reſerve did theſe gentlemen con- 
tinue for above ten or twelve days ; and in the 
mean while, inſtead of that acceſs that was before 
allowed to moſt people that were deſirous to ſee 
- the French priſoners, new orders were ſaid to 
be given, and few or none were henceforth ad- 


| | „ - ny 


{1 24 ] 
mitted to ſee them. Some were ſurpriſed at this, 
but others conſidered it as a reaſonable inſtance of 
\ precaution in thoſe who had the charge of them. 
The public ſecurity required, that theſe priſoners 
\ ſhould not be allowed to get away ; and, while ſuch 
numbers, led by curioſity or compaſſion, were 
freely admitred to viſit them, there was danger 
that ſome of the viſitors might be inſtrumental in 
facilitating their eſcape. This meaſure therefore 
ſeemed very reaſonable. 


Mzanwnirz, a number of buſy people were 
continually going about declaiming againſt this 
charity with particular animoſity, and giving the 
moſt frivolous and ridiculous reaſons againſt it. 
_ Confident affertions were not wanting. And 
the deputy, it is ſaid, was examined, on Monday 
the_12th November, before a ſociety that had 
contributed to this charity, where he affirmed, 
there were not above thirty of the whole number 
who needed any thing ; which, by the by, was 1 
allowing ten more than had been aſſerted in his : 
printed letter. This, probably, produced. the 2 
laſt letter ſubſcribed by the truſtees, which g 
ſeemed ſufficient to put an end to all cavils, 
by bringing this affair to a proper iſſue. (See 
Append. No VIII.) The account ſo impor- 
tunately called for by many was now produ- 
| | ced, 


r 
. 
5 


[8 3 | 
ced, of the ſtate of the cloathing of theſe French 
priſoners ; the ſummary of which being printed, 
every body was invited to examine the particular 


accounts from whence this ſummary was made 
up: and it now came to be underſtood, why 


theſe gentlemen had delayed ſo long to lay theſe 
accounts before the world, They had been taken 
the 26th October; bur ir ſeems they thought it 


| reaſonable to lodge copies of them in the hands 
of thoſe who had opportunities to examine into 
the truth of them, and to allow a proper time 
for this examination. This was perhaps the more 


neceſſary, that it was poſſible that ſome of theſe 


people might have concealed part of their cloaths, 


and thereby impoſed on thoſe that were employ- 
ed to take theſe accounts, though this, if true, 


might afterwards be eaſily diſcovered. 


It does not appear from this letter, in whoſe 
hands theſe accounts were lodged ; but I am apt 
to conclude, that it was in the hands of the 
Licutenant-Governor of the caſtle, or ſome of the 
ſuperior officers, and not, as ſome. imagine, in 
the hands of Doctor Walker and his deputy, 
ſince I apprehend it would have been placing theſe 
gentlemen too much on a level with. their ſupe- 
riors, to have paid them: a compliment of this 


kind. 


As 


E 

1 As theſe accounts were drawn up, not ſuperfi⸗ 
iſ cially, but upon a very minute examination, every 
particular thing that each individual. appeared to 
need is ſet down. Not that the truſtees expected, 
eſpecially when ſo much oppoſition was made to 
this charity on the one hand, and ſo little done 
to promote it on the other, that all theſe things 
would be provided for theſe priſoners; but the 
accounts were to ſerve at leaſt as a direction in 

the application of what ſhould be collected for this 
purpoſe, ſo far as it could go. 3 


| PeopLE were very much pleaſed at the plan 
that the truſtees had laid down for their conduct; 
and the precautions they were taking to procure, 
the ſeveral things wanted, in the moſt frugal 
manner, were very agreeable to the candour and 
attention that were expected from them. _ 


AT ſame time that this letter was publiſhed, 
there appeared an advertiſement in ſome of our 
news papers, promiſing a reward for apprehend- 
ing eleven French priſoners, that were ſaid to 
have eſcaped from the caitte of Edinburgh, in the 
night between the 11th and 12th November. 
(See Append. Ne IX.) As it was known, that, 
for ſome time paſt, they had been narrowly 
d watched, 


FF} 


watched, arid that no ſtrangers were permitted to 
approach them, people were at ſome lo's to un- 
derſtand how it was poſlible they could make their 
” eſcape ; though it was thought lucky, that this 

accident had not happened when freer acceſs was 


allowed to ſee them; fince poſſibly, if it had, 5 


very innocent perſons might have been —— 
of _— their — 


Tnoven it is but juſt to obſerve, that thoſe 
who have publiſhed this advertiſement ſeem to have 


no ſuſpicion that the people of this country were 
_ diſpoſed to favour them, ſince they thought it 


unneceſſary to offer more than ſo trifling a 
ſum as 10 s. for apprehending each of them, 
when more is always offered for ſecuring the 
meaneſt deſerter; and it is not to be doubted but 
thoſe whoſe buſineſs it is, will make proper in- 
quiry how theſe people have eſcaped. 


Tus E, Sir, are all the facts and circum- 


ſtances I am yet able to give you concerning the 


ſcheme for clothing the French priſoners in the 


caſtle of Edinburgh. And now I may naturally 


aſk the queſtion, If it is poſſible to conceive 


whence fo great an oppoſition ſhould ariſe againſt 
it? The ſituation of poor wretches, who have 


been confined above one, two, ſome of them 
a C above 


as. 
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above three years, and with little proſpect of li- 
berty until the end of the war, an event ſtill very 


uncertain, one would naturally expect, ſhould 


Incline every body to compaſſion. The loſs of li 


berty itſelf is the greateſt misfortune. And ſince 
the ſecurity of the public peace renders it neceſ- 
fary- to keep them under the ſtricteſt confine- 
ment, and thoſe in power are abundantly at- 
tentive with regard to the treatment and 
Fickuae given them, which is their province; 
why ſhould others be cenſured for barbouring 
the ſame humane ſentiments? It is ſaid, that 


_ theſe people's diſtreſs in point of cloathing 


would not long have eſcaped the attention of the 
government. I dare ſay it is true; but why 
ſhould private perſons, who, unſolicited, are 


willing to take this expence upon themſelves, be 
envied the ſatisfaction of exerting their humanity, 


and thereby rendering ſuch a charge on the go- 
verament leſs neceſſary ? It is not to be expected 
that all men ſhould be equally affected with the 


fame objects; and therefore, though compaſſion 
to our enemies is recommended by the greateſt 
aulbority, no man has certainly a right to cenſure 
| thoſe who do not think proper to contribute to 


this charity; but certainly theſe have no better 
right to bet themſelves in oppoſition to the cha - 
rity 


rity of others. This certainly no man can 
deny. And ſhould it be alledged by Dr Walker 


and his friend, that theſe contributions Fd 


raiſed an unjuſt clamour, and many groundleſs 
| complaints againſt them, ir muſt be allowed that 
the truſtees of this charity have never given 


countenance to theſe complaints. If they are 


groundleſs, as I preſume they are, it is eaſy for 


theſe gentlemen, by procuring a proper examina- 


tion into their management, to ſatisfy the world - | 
of the innocence of their conduct. Or, ſhould | 
they think this unneceſſary, let them enjoy by 


themſelves the ſecret ſatisfaction of having done 
their duty. But ſurely they are themſelves to blame 


for great part of the prejudices that are conceived | 


againſt them, by their diſtinguiſhing themſelves 
in an oppoſition to a ſcheme they had no real 
intereft to obſt ruct. | 


7h 


Bor will not you be ſurpriſed to hear, that 


: ſome people ridiculouſly affect to r epreſent this as 


a Jacobite ſcheme? Had propoſals been made for 


procuring a greater ſhare of liberty to theſe 
priſoners, dangerous deſigns, or at leaſt great im- 
prudence, might, with ſome plauſibility, have 


been aſcribed, eſpecially at this time, to ſuch as 
propoſed it. But ſuppoſe 2 or 300 of theſe 
Priſoners were to be clothed from head to foot, 


C2 5 would 


L 20 J 


| would this render them more formidable to the 


government? And, not to mention the diſtin- 


guiſhed loyalty of the gentlemen who have taken 
the chief management of this affair, the liſt of the 
\ - contributors, which every body may have acceſs 


to ſee, will abundantly ſhew the impudence of 
this allegation, and convince the world, that thoſe 
who are moſt active 10 promote this act of buma- 
nity, are no leſs remarkable for their attachment to 
bis Mojehy s perſon and government. 


1 Have been likewiſe ſurpriſed to hear i it mali- 
ciouſly inſinuated, that the zeal of that family 
who are in ſome ſort at the head of this ſcheme, 
proceeds from no better principle than the conſi- 
derable connections they have with France. Let 


me aſk, whether the gentlemen of this family are 


ſo backward in opening their purſes in other in- 
ſtances of public or private charity, to give any 
handle for aſcribing their behaviour on this occa- 


ſion to ſo invidious a motive? It is true that their 


connections with that Kingdom are not inconſider- 
able, and ncither uſeleſs to themſelves nor to the 
country; in ſo much, that, notwithitanding the 


war, the only trade they naw carry on with that 


kingdom, has been found todeſerve the permiſſion, 


pay protection of the government. And will any 


| ny dare to ſay that their principles, or connections 
with 


„„ 
with France, are unworthy of Britiſh ſubjects, or 
unſuitable to the attachment they have always 


profeſſed for our happy conſtitution and govern- 
ment? 


As for the young gentleman who appears to 
have been principally active in this affair, and 
thereby to have drawn upon himſelf much ma- 
lice; I believe he is not to be deterred from pur- 
ſuing whatever he thinks himſelf engaged in duty 
or honour to ſupport; and though he is too well 
acquainted with the world to be wanting in what 
is due to any man, his regard for none will pre- 
vent him from doing himſelf juſtice to the world. 
Should, therefore, any future miſrepreſentations 
or bad treatment oblige him to enter upon expla- 
nations that may prove diſagreeable to others, as 
they are extremely ſo to himſelf ; they, and they 
alone, who drive him to ſuch extremities, ought 
to anſwer for the conſequences. And it will 
probably depend npon thjs, whether the world 
ſhall ever hear more of the matter. 


I navg only to 9 844 that as there is nothing 
advanced in this letter which I cannot eaſily juſti- 
fy, you are left at entire liberty to make what 
uſe of it you think proper, and even to diſcover, 
if neceſſary, the name of the writer. I am, Se. 

Ep3xB, Nov. 24, 1759. 


APPEN- 


eee Dude D: e 


Containing ſeveral letters, papers, Cc. re- 
ferred to in the foregoing letter. 


NU MB ER I. 


An addreſs 10 the Public, inſerted in the Edinburgh 
PBL LO | papers, Oct. 8. 1759. 
e OO 

\ LLOW me, by means of your paper, to do an 
agreeable office to all the humane and tender- 


hearted citizens, who lately beheld ſome hundreds of 


French priſoners, many of them almoſt naked *, con- 
ducted along the high ſtreet of Edinburgh to the caſtle. 
Thoſe citizens need no deſcription to move their com- 


oven: Their eyes beheld, their hearts aked, and 


ome, I am told, could not refrain tears. They only 


want an opportunity of relieving their hearts, by con- 


tributing for the cloathing of the poor captives, now 


that the winter. ſeaſon approaches. They want leaders 


to promote the collection of their bounty, and ſuperin- 


tend its proper application. Had the more eminent ci- 


tizens, wham it beſt becomes to lead in ſuch a matter, 


been at hand to ſee what. many others ſaw, it is highly 


probable that before now meaſures would have been 
taken for giving the proper vent to the public com- 


paſſion. As it highly concerns every city to cultivate 
ſentiments of humauity in its inhabitants, it would 


ſeem but reaſonable, that the humane ſhould either be 
encouraged in piving vent to their compaſſion, or he 
publicly aſſured that the cauſe of it is removed. It 1s 
not neceſſary, 1 preſume, to urge the topics that en- 
force humanity to priſoners of war. Theſe will readily 
accur to every generous mind. It may ſuffice then to 


„ | quote 
Some of them without any other cloathing than ſhirt and brecehes, 


and even theſe in rags. 


Ein. Odi. 6. 1759 
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quote x Latin ſentence which has been crowned with 
the applauſe of many ages, Homo fum, humanum nihil 
a me alienum puto. The fentiment may be thus con- 


veyed in familiar Engliſh, by way of appeal to the 


| breaſt of every reader. 


Hlaſt thou a human heart ? tis written there, 


/ 


No human wo is foreign to thy care. 


By giving a place in your paper to this letter, you 


will oblige one who, on the preſent occaſion, may with 


great propriety ſubſcribe himſelf, 
5-264 The voice of many hearts. 


Pi. S. It may be proper to ſubjoin the following pa- 
ragraph from the London Chronicle of the ſecond of 
Auguſt laſt. Es . : A 


6 A letter from Cranbrook in Kent mentions an act 
of generoſity lately performed in that neighbourhood, 
which, as it is becoming that ſpirit of humanity and 
patriotiſm every where now manifeſting, and reflects a 
luſtre on the honours of a gallant young nobleman, we 
hope it will give no offence to intert an account of it 
here. The truly Rt Hon. Earl Stanhope now doing 
duty at Siſſinghurſt caſtle in Kent as an officer in the 


militia, upon mounting guard there, being touched 


with compaſſion at the miſery and diſtreſs appearing a- 
mong ſeveral French priſoners at that place, generouſly 
ordered them twenty guineas, which are now laying _ 
out to the beſt advantage iu ſhoes, ſtockings, ſhirts, and 
other neceſſaries for them; of which they toad In great 
need, many of them being al moſt naked, having no o- 
ther ſupport than what our government affords, And 
as theſe poor creatures gratefully acknowledge the 
goodneſs of their noble and generous benefalor, we 
think it but juſtice alſo to them to make their gratitude 
publicly known.” ” k 

8 | NUM 
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NUMBER u. 
An article in the Edinburgh papers of Of. 13. 


I conſequence of a very humane letter, tranſmitted 


to us, and inſerted in our paper on Monday Oct. 8. 
with reſpect to the miſerable and naked condition of the 
French priſoners in the caſtle, ſeveral perſons have 
been offering us money for their behoof. But as it 
would be extremely proper that ſome perſons of credit 


ſhould patronize this laudable delign, Mefl. William 
and Hunter, and 


Alexander and ſons, Meſſ. Mansfiel 
Mr James Seton, merchants in Edinburgh, have agreed 
to receive whatever contributions the tender-hearted 


inhabitants are willing to beſtow. A book is to be kept 


by them, where all the money received ſhall be exactly 


ſet down, the perſons from whom it is received, and 
alſo the manner in which it is expended, and every E 
ll 


ſon who contributes to the value of a fhilling, 


have free acceſs to inſpe& this book. The priſoners 
have been lately viſited, they are in number 360, in a 


| miſerable condition, many of them being almoſt naked 
and as the winter is faſt approaching, the cloathing 
will be wanted immediately; and not only money 
will be acceptable, but alſo old cloaths, ſhoes, ſtock- 
ings, or any other thing that may be uſeful to defend 
them from the inclemency of the weather. 


NUMBER ul. 
An article in the Caledonian Mercury of Of. I 5. : 


I/ E are very much obliged to the unknown gentle- 
the public in behalf of the French priſoners. But as his 
ſentiments, though differently expreſled, entirely ; 
with ours of Saturday laſt, it would be thought by ſome 
of our readers to be only a repetition of what we have 

N formerly 


man who favoured us this day with an addreſs to 


e 
e 
e 
/ 


; IN 8 . SGT 1 4 Z 2 + 5 . 8 N . 5 | g ; 
formerly urged; ſo that, though we would he extremes 


1y glad of his further correſpondence, we mult decling 


inſeruing iti 
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An article in the Edinburgh Courant of Oct. 16. | 
. 1 8 325 : 8 . x. „ 85 j 


| — ; Tr ; „ ö 132223 
I conſequence of the paragraph in our laſt, as to tue 
1 preſent wretched ſituation af the French priſoners, _ 
we are well aſſured that ſeveral gentlemen . have already _ 
N contributed to their relief. 90 com paſſionate a Work 
Wanted but a beginning. The hint given was generous 
and humane: it could not fail of the deſired effect. | 


The grand lodge of free maſons in Scotland, have ated 


on this occaſion ſuitable to their character. Always rea- 
dy to relieve their diſtreſſed brethren of mankind, they 


* * 
» FLO 


have not only contributed a. conſiderable. ſum of them- 


ſelves, but have author iſed a further collection through N 
all the lodges of this city. Meſſ. Alexander and ſons, 


Mansfield and Hunter, and James Seton, have underta- 


ken to receive the ſeveral donations, and ſee them faith- 


fully diſtributed. N 


NUMBER V. 
An article in the Caledonian Mercury of 08. 13. 


O Wedneſday, OR. 10. the free and accepted 


maſons of the city of Edinburgh, ordered a con- 


ſiderable ſum to be put into the hands of Mr James 
Hunter, the grand treaſurer of the order, to he applied 


for the relief of the poor French priſoners. Compaſſion 


is one of the nobleſt paſſions of the {ou}; and certainly, 


none are greater objects of it than prilouers of war; thoſe 
unhappy victims of the ambition and jealouty of princes, 


who are doomed whole years to languith in a- dijmal + 
captivity; ſhut up in, a dungeon; ſecluded from-alk - 


commerce with the world; deprived of the fight and 
D converſation 


# 


g "00: 
converſation of their families and friends; expoſed to 
all the viciſſitudes of ſcorching heat and benumbing 
cold, and, excepting vials, deſtitute of all the neceſ- 
ſaries of life. What can be more deplorable than ſuch 
a ſituation? what more deſerving of pity? It is noble 
to forgive our enemies, but infinitely more fo, to pity 
and relieve them. It is not only agreeable to the dictates 
of humanity and religion, but to thoſe of ſound po- 
licy: for who can ſay, I fall never be in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion? All thoſe. whole buſineſs lies upon the ſeas; all 


who have relations abroad; in ſhort, all who wiſh well 


to their country, and to thoſe brave ſeamen and ſoldiers 


who venture their lives and fortunes in the defence of 
it, ought particularly to follow the generous example of 


thoſe gentlemen who compoſe that ancient and honour- 
able order. . 


It ie aloft an affront on the well-known liberalit | of 


the people of Scotland, to endeavour to influence them 
to charity; but as the winter approaches, it is neceſſary 
that their mites be as ſpeedily, as they will no doubt be 
chearfully beſtowed. What greater pleaſure can there 
be, than to have theſe words addreſſed to you, I was na- 
ted, and ye clothed me; I was ſick, and in priſon, and ye 
diſited me? 


NUMBER V. 
A paper in the Edinburgh Courant of Of. 23. 


| Eainburgh, Oct. 20. 1759. 
8 having lately appeared in the Edinburgh 
papers, an advertiſement, ſetting forth the diſtreil- 
ful condition of the French priſoners in Edinburgh 
caſtle, and propoſing a charitable ſubſcription for their 
relief; that the truly charitable and well. diſpoſed may 
not be miſled (which they too often are in the choice of 


the objects of their bounty) by this precipitate advertile- 


ment, it is thought not improper to mention to the pu- 
blic the following extract of a letter, and facts, concern- 
. - ing 


Sea: 


1 e 
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ing them, which may be depended on, or, what is more 


ſatisfactory, may de inquired into. 5 
Extract of a leiter, dated, Edinburgh, Thurſday evening. 
*© SIR, Agrecahle to your directions, I this forenoon, 
after parting with you, went and faw half of the priſon. 
ers go out to the place of airing ; and upon the ſtricteſt 
examination could only obſerve ſixtcen- of them badly 


clothed; and juſt now Dr Walker went with me to ſee 


the other half, and could obſerve about four only: by 


which it is plain, the public is impoſed on by the adver- 


tiſements intended to convey an idea of their being in 


a miſerable fituation, not in cloaths only, but in every 
other part of their management. Es 


ber oblerve ro you that thoſe who * badly 


clothed, are idle fellows, whom I faw mylelf clothed 5 
more than once at Dundee; which they no ſooner were, 
than they diſpoſed of their cloaths: which is the caſe of 


two of them now, who yeſterday were clothed by a 
rſon from the town, and this forenoon were naked as 
fore. | | | 
© THE ſutlers and fervants in the caſtle have detected 

them cutting their ſhoes, ſtockings, and ham mocks to 

pieces, ſince they were made giddy with the hopes of 
ſuch large contributions from the town. One fellow 
ot yeſterday 20 bottles of ale for a fuit of cloaths given 
um by the good people of the town in charity, and this 
he boaſted of to one of the ſervants in the ſutlery.T“ 


| Fothis little more need be added, only that it can 
be affirmed, that thoſe priſoners have been conſidered 


Vith all due compaffion and humanity, not only by thoſe 


who have the power over them, but by thoſe who have 
the immediate management of them: and it would not 


be improper, if the truſtees of this charity would appoint 
any perſon to examine their fituation and circumſtan- 


ces, which they will be permitted to do, on application 
to the lieutenant-governor of the caſtle; that they 


may not ouly ſatisfy themfelves, but the public, that this 


2 information 


. 
The. 
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Information is not calculated to ſtop or diſconrage gene- 
rolity and charity, but to prevent it from being miſ⸗ 
guided in the choice of its objects, and to hint; that 
©. Thoie benevolent diſpoſitions may find daily in this town 

| Variety-of _ + oe * to ee: their _—__ In- 
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NUMBER Wi. 
4 kur: in the  Edinbingh papers of 05. 24. 5 


3 LEuiurgh, oe. 24. 1759. 
SING E, % the intreary of many, charitable perious, 


we have undertaken to receive and apply the contri- 


bone that (hall be ſent to us for clothing the French 
pos, now in the caſtle of Edinburgh, we have 


en ſurpriſed at the endeayours that are led to divert 


tuc pull JLOM purſuing 10 humane a delign. 


Poss1BLY ſome DEAE he have bot tte by che 
complaints which thete people have been daily making 
concerning their proviftions, &c. which, however 
groundleſs, are the Jets ſurpriſing, if we coulider the 
J- ziouly and 'diſcoutent that priſoners naturally enter- 
tain 2gainſt thoſe who have them under their charge. 

We were TWIT conkileas, that the wle of choſe 
in power would \ufficiently protect them apainſt grie- 


vances of this kind; but never imagined that an at- 


te npt to procure them cloaths, could be conliggered as 
a reflection ou any body, 


Ir muſt be remembered; that they have | received 
nothing from the French King ſince the month of De- 


ceecmber laſt; that few of them are of ſuch rank as ta 


ex et Miltance from their friends, and that the go- 
yernment-allowance is not above ſixpence a-day, out of 
which Nr Walker, the contractor, and Mr Ramiay, the 
dub-courrator, wuſt be aliowed a reatonable Profit; 0 
4-04 : | the 


ts nr. 


Cc: 


if 


— mr 


— . 


E „ 


the public may judge how much is left for prov 
theſe poor people with cloa ts. 


As they are ſeafaring people, many of them are 
thoughtleſs, inconſiderate, ſome of them perhaps pro- 
fligate men; but while their neceſſities are real, they 
ſtill deſerve the commiſeration of the public. We do 
not deſire that our word ſhould be taken concerning 
their caſe; every body has the opportunity, and we 
hope many will take care to procure ſatisfaction in this 
matter, and may regulate the extent of their munifi- 

cence accordingly. * | 


Anv ſhould any of the contributors have altered their 
ſentiments with regard to this charity, upou rug n | 
us within eight days from this date, their contributions 
mall be rerarned. -. *_ —-; 1 | 


.-*Þ:F 


Wx aver, that we never aſked a ſhilling from any 
body for this charity, apprehending that ſuch contribu- _ 
tions are only commendable when they proceed from 
the. natural dictates of the heart, and not the effects of 
iwportanate-ſolicuatiog,” s. rieprcs 

VUpo the whole, we ſhall not be diſcouraged from 
purſuing this well-intended deſign, eſpecially as the 
preſent ſituation of theſe unhappy. people, who: are 
confined within the verge ot the. caſtle, is. ſome ſecu- 
rity to the public, that ſuch of them as might other- 
wile be diſpoſed ro make an improper ule of this charity, 
will have it little in their power; as we dare ſay that 
proper orders will be given to the ſoldiers and {ervants 
of the ſutlery, who have acceſs to them, neither to bar» 
ter nor allow them to barter any of their cloaths ; aud 
a few inſtances of ſeverity, if neceliary, will for ever 
put an end to that infamous kind of traffic. 


Oos part is chiefly to attend to the faithful applica» 
tion of theſe contributions; which ſhall be dont with 
the ſtricteſt economy, by endeavouring to procure what 
js Beccary at prime coſt, aud neglecting nothing in 
Our 
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eur power to anſwer the intentions of the contiflnore; 
And after all, in Juſtice to our characters, we ſhall lay 
before the world, 1 in due time, a full a account of our 
conduct. 


Ve. have only to add, that as our deſign 18 be to 
rovide the poor people with cloaths, ſo ſoon as what 
Is collected ſhall be found ſufficient for that end, we 
thall give public intimation thereof, and receive no 
barter contributions. | 
WILLIAM ALEXANDER and Sons. 
MANSFIELD and HUNTER. © 
rams SETON-. 


: NUM B E R vi. 
of letter i in the Edinburgh papers of Nov. 1 4. 


ö Edind. Nov. 14. 1759. 
WE JE hope it will not be ſuſpected, that our late inac- 
tivity with regard to clothing the French priſoners, 
zs owing to our want of a juſt concern for their diſtreſs, 
or our neglecting the truſt which ſo many een Ne. 
fons are pleaſed to robe 1 in us. 


Bor as ſuggeſtions were thrown out againſt the pro- 
priety of this charity, it was reaſonable to allow the pu- 
blic 2 proper time to inquire into the ſituation of theſe 
people, that ſuch as might have contributed to what, up- 
on further inquiry, they ſhould eſteem an improper object 
of charity, ſhould have an opportunity to recall their con- 
tributions. 


Bur though double the time that was ; thought ſufficient 
for this purpoſe is now elapſed, not a fingle perſon has 
hitherto withdrawn his contribution; and, on the con- 
trary, many others of all tanks have generouſly contribu- 
ted to what appeared to them a laudable deſign. 


Axn 


1 } 


A p it is now proper to inform the world, that parti 
cCular accounts have been taken of the neceſſaries thoſe 
poor people appear to need, the ſum nary of which is 
| hereto ſubjoined ; and ſuch as are deſirous of more mi- 
nute information, will find the particular accounts from 
. whence this ſummary is taken, and to which it refers, at 
che ſhop of James Seton, north {ide of the Laun- mar. 


ket. | 4 


1 


Cor iEs of ſaid accounts have been delivered above ten 
days ſince into the hands of thoſe who have opportunities 
to examine into the truth of them, and who, we flatter 
- ourſelves, had they found any material miſtakes in them, 
would have willingly pointed them out to us; and we 
ſhall ſtill receive ſuch information moſt thankfully from 
them, or any body elſe. ag. ity 
IT ſeems reaſonable to beſtow our attention to the pro- 
viding the moſt neceſſary things firſt, ſuch as breeches, 
jackets, and ſhirts; and to begin with the moſt neceſſi- 
tous. T his order we intend to follow as far as what is 
contributed can go, leaving the ſhoes and ſlockings till 
afterwards, and caps till laſt of all. e 


We preſume it 1s the general intention of the contri - 
butors that the coarſeſt and cheapeſt cloths ſhould be 
employed. We have accordingly provided ſpecimens of 
what we think is wanted, with the prices annexcd, which 
are to be {een at the abo mentioned ſhop; and if any 
manufacturers or others are able to furniſh theſe thin 
cheaper, we hereby invite them to give in their propo- 
ſals within eight days from this date, which ſhall be moſt 
gratefully acknowledged. e 


Tux city hoſpitals for young maidens have offered to 
make the ſhirts for two pence each, and ſundry tay lors 
have been generouſly pleaſed to offer to make a certain 
number of jackets and breeches for nothing. But as we 
do not expect that the whole can be made in this way, 
ſuch as chuſe to undertake the making of any part of 
theſe, ate deſired to give in their propoſals, both with 

| ; regard 


r 


muck for the honour of the Britiſh nation, that our go- 
vernment is more liberal than any other, in the ordinary 


of their labour; as, without ne ths 2 18 m 
5 n propoſals ſhall be ehen 1 jo Cs 


thoſe in power are abundantly attentive to the application 


e to the quantity: of doth b and the price | | 


& + 


Ws cannot conchudg without obſerving; that it it is 


allowance for the ſupport of priſoners of war; that 


of this allowance; and that, during the heat of a bloody 
mm" of neceſſary war, the charity of private perſons 
ſo ey extend itſelf to ſuch of their unfortu- 
nate enemies to whoſe miſeries they have opportunity of * 
adminiſtering relief, eſpecially as we hope that it will be 
found in the other part of the iſland, as in this, that 
thoſe who are moſt zealous to promote this act of huma- 


_ nity, are no leſs remarkable for their attachment to * 


ee ow and poverament.: 


W1lLiam Ks eh nnd Sons. 
MANSFIELD and HUNTER. 
JAMES SETON, . TIE 


GENERAL 


GENERAL STATE of what ſeems wanting for cle 


thing 362 French priſoners, lying in the caſtle of E- 
Adinburgh, as taken OR. 26. 1759. e 
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n+ 


301 [103 [272 292 231 177 


Ir any further explanation is neceſſary, apply to 
Mr Jau Es SETON. 98 4 


NUMBER IX... 
An advertiſement in the Edinburgh papers of Nov. 14. 


between the 11th and 12th current, eleven French 


priſoners of war. The greateſt part of them aro ſtour | 
men, of a ſwarthy complexion, ſpeak tolerable good 


Engliſh. The whole were well clothed in blue, red, 


and cloth coloured jackets; and ſome of them wore 


blue bonnets. 


Whoever can give information of, or apprehend any 
of them, ſhall have a reward of ten ſhillings for each, } 
beſides ſubſiſtence and neceſſary expences allowed in 
bringing them back to Edinburgh caſtle, or delivering 
them to the commanding officer of any garriſon, or par- 
ty of troops in Scotland, 
happen to be 


neareſt to where they may 
taken into cuſtody, « 8 
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E from the caſtle of Edinburgh, on the night. | 
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